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semble, because they were exposing him to these delays in
order that he might get angry and lose his temper. On
the morning Coelho was taken again to the palace, when the
King excused himself from seeing him on the plea of iii>i
disposition, and desired that any message he wished tot
deliver should be sent to him. through the overseer of the
Treasury. This, however, he refused to do, since he had
been instructed to deliver it only to the King. After some
further delay, during which Nicolau Coelho desired to be
allowed to return to the ships, he was at last admitted
into the presence of the King, to whom he delivered the
message with which he had been entrusted. In reply the
King expressed his satisfaction with all he had asked for,
and ordered the overseer of the Treasury to see it carried
out.

On his return to the shore the Castilian passed by
Coelho, and slipped a note into his hand, advising tha
the Portuguese should make great demonstration over th
concessions granted to them, and send on shore a sma
quantity of merchandise for selling and buying each day
taking care to embark each night what they had purchased
during the day; also that a factor should be sent with the
broker and Joao Nunes, and another man, who should be
warned not to try and obtain more than was offered. Ac-
cordingly Vasco da Gama appointed one Diogo Diaz, a
man of the King's establishment, as factor, and Pedro de
Braga as clerk, with whom he sent Joao Nunes, the broker
Davane, and the Moorish pilot from Melinde. These
went on shore with a selection of merchandise for sale
or barter, and the broker was instructed not to show any
urgency or obstinacy in dealing, but in everything he was
to appear as though well pleased, and to act so that h^
might be considered simple rather than wary.

These having landed with their merchandise, werfe
allowed to occupy a house in the town for the purposes*
of trade. Having settled the prices at which they would
sell their goods, and alsp for the purchase of pepper and